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(57) Abstract: A variable 
width optical slit mechanism 
in which the slit width 
can be controlled with 
high accuracy over a wide 
temperature range. A pair 
of conductive carriages are 
supported on a conductive 
guide rail to move freely in 
noncontact state with the 
guide rail using an insulating 
roller or a pair of conductive 
carriages are supported on an 
insulating guide rail to move 
freely on the guide rail using 
a conductive roller and the 
pair of carriages are fixed, 
respectively, widi a pair 
of conductive slit forming 
members. . The pair of 
carriages are imparted with a 
resilient force in the direction 
approaching each other and 
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the pair of slit forming members are normally brought into contact with each other so that the sUt wid^beco^^^^ 
of formmg a shp, the pair of cairiages are moved in directions away from each other while resisting against the resilient force. 
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